4 ’ 
= 3 


Suse ab “ 





orencenentenis nes s( 34589 MSE 3782S 29 SIS 


Chriftian Hiftory. 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Great Britain, America, &c. 
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An Account of the late Revival of Religion at Taunton, 
continued, 


EFORE the Lord wro’t in fucha marvellous Manner 
among this People, fome of them had by Degrees been 
bro’t to be more ferious and thoughtful, and to confider 


» theirWays,(as I have before obferv’d) which in /omeSort pre- 


pared them for fuch a furprifing Vifit from theSpirit of Grace, 
as they were thereby excited to give the moit diligent heed to 


' the Things which were fpoken to them in the Name of the 


#534 eng Be 


Sil GEESE 


mm Lord, &e. 


The late religious Stir and Commotion among this People, 


) Iam fully perfuaded (according to the beft Judgment 1 am 


capable of forming of Things of this Nature both from Scrip- 
ture and Reafon) is the fame, as to it’s Effence and Subftance, 
which has been in all Ages in the Application of the purcha/ed 
Redemption to the Souls of Sinners by the fupernatural and al- 
mighty Operations of the Holy Ghoft. His commen and /#:- 
cial Work upon the Hearts of this People in this Day have 
been exaétly fimilar to the Account given us of his common 
and fpecial Work in the facred Scriptures, if Meffirs.S/rpard, 
Stoddard, &c. knew any Thing about it; Tho’ it has been 
attended with fomeCircum/flances which have not been fo com- 
mon. The HolySpirit has acted like himfelf with a fovereian 
Freedom, as to the Suddenne/s of his opening the Eves of {e- 
cure Sinners and letting them into a Knowledge of their Six, 
Mifery and Danger by Nature; fome having their Ey’es 
opened, being led into the Knowledge ef their Sin and 


| Mifery and Danger by Nature more gradual than others :--- 


As to the AZeafure and Degrees of their Conviétions of Sin anc 
X # Wrath. 
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Wreath ; fome having clearer and more awful Convidion 
thereof than others: As tothe Leneth of Time he continue 
them under Conviétions of Sin before be convinced them « 
Rizhteoufnefs and Judgment ; fome remaining longer under 
Spirit of Bondage than others.---And fo as to the Degrees os 
Conjolation, he gave them upon their fleeing for Refuge tp 
Jefus Chrift ; fome having /ronger Confolation thi 
others, (&c. 

But the great Work of the Holy Spirit has appear’d in cop- 
vincing of Sin, Righteou/ne/s and ‘Fudgment.---They fay the 
were convinced of their Sims original and actual ; had ther 
Sins fet in order before their Eyes in a clear and convincing 
Light with particular Application ; ; were convinced of the 
Plague of their Hearts, of their Blindnefs, Pride, Self-Rx 
teoufnels, Enmity, Oppofition to God’s Sovereignty and th 
Way of Life by JefusChrift, Unbelief &c.of their being under 
the Wrath and Cur/e of almighty God, and being continual; 
expofed to the immediate and actual Execution thereof upo- 
them in Hell, &c. of their utter Inability to deliver them. 
felves from this wretched Eftate ; of their loft and undone 
Eftate in and of themfelves, or in and of any Creature ; hav- 
ing wearied them in feeking Reft in or from themfelves, the 
Duties, Tears, Repentings, &c. and being convinced o 
God's Righteou/ne/s, tho’ he fhould caft them off forever f 

all they had done or could do ; having their Way hedged w 
and being bro’t into the Wilderness, they were bro’t to fab 
mit to God’s Sovereignty with an, Who knows but God may! 
gracious, &c. Upon itheir Submiffion they felt a Calmnets in 
their Souls, having done quarreling and difputing with th 
Juftice of God,c. Upon this they fay they had aDifcovers 
of Chrift, and the New-Covenant Way of Life in and thro 
him’; faw his Glory, All-fufficiency,Suitablenefs and Read 
nefs to fave even the chief of Sinners,according to theGofpe'; 
(thefe Difcoveries were generally given them in and with 
fome Texts of Scripture: Or if they had no Text of Scripture 
as they remember at firft, there immediately came mapr 
flowing in upon their Mind: , ive.) had their Hearts fweetlr 
and freely drawn out to receive Chrift and reft upon him ané 


lium alone forSalvation according to the Gofpel , being bro’t 
to renounce all Self or Creature Dependanees, accounting 
their own Righteoufnefs as Alrhy Rags, &s. ther were bro" 


to joy and delight themfelves in Cheilt and in his teAele Se 


* 





ea al sds 


hb 
x 


Ni SRA CTS oe 


waar mney 
Whe? 





on 


. 


“ 


had 





en Seiienie ST eed 
pic 


eS 


4. 


tan SERS wea IRA SPER 
Sie ae hie L: 


¥ 


“SS 
ar way ie 


or 


Revival ef Religion at Taunton 


vatign, found Peace of Confcience and Joy wm the Holy 
Ghott, according to the Meafure of therr Knowle: ve ot o 

Faith in Chrift and the new Covenant Way of Lite in aod 
thro” hum: Had thew Mouths filled wih Prastes of Chet 
glorying in him, commending him to others; had their 


Love drawn out to God and to ad! Alantind, but efp erally vo 


thofe, whom they tho’t belonged to the /frehew ef fa 
for God's Sake---loving and forgiving their Aree, 
filj'd with a Concern for the Salvation of precious ar 
mortal Souls, mourning for and hating Sim as againtt God, 
as difhonourable to him, Os. 

Some, whom we charitably hope are really « erted to 
God, do not give fo clear and diftinet an Account ot the 


ao 


reous Steps of the Holy opirit im Convincing ¢ n of dra, 
Righteom/ ne): and ‘/udrment, as fome others toore peffing 
thro’ more Demptations and F rcifcs than , he 
perhaps not fo diftinetly obtervir y of not remen »* the 
variousSteps of theHoly(sholt upon the: M 
But yet their Accounts agree in the efenteal Port l hey 
were bro’t to fec themieives Senmerst, and loft in then : 
to fee their natural Impotence and Ramity . fee (rai's | 
tcoufacts tho® he fhould caft them off for ever , te 
(ubmuit to (sod's Sovercrgnty ; had the VW ay tf Se " i 
opened uptothem ; bro’t to renounce +1 Conhdence im 
themielves, and rejouce rn Chrift Je 

Aha of thete who have been wroucht m were veer, 
and had been very weerart , and | rfore the arte k v 
how tO ¢cEpfets their | oF epticrns ' I a o 
Truths ; they knew not with what Words to « ' 
Ideas of fpiritual and divine Truths which « sd been 
taught by the Holy as mt, to as properiy to t y ‘ 
own Senfe of Things to others ; fo that ome muff as ot w 
gell out their Meaning, &. And did one burt 7% 
converic with and exarmine tome of them (without making 
éve Allowances for their ignorance, Ue. one moeht gathe : 
frange Accounts from them,the’ they murht vetend homelfly 
amd orthodoaly.---And terhets tome of thote & _— 
wich are teld of abroad Concern ptome of the ? 
the Work have their Ass bere, of ate sbtulate } 
amd Mitrepe fentationt, of a margrnefying Mi if ; 
fountarns, Met (@edidiy COMM ecTuby that thete arc st 
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Some give fuch a clear and diftin€&t Account of the Wir§ of 
the Holy Spirit upon their Hearts as a Spirit of Bondage, ang 
a Spirit of Adoption enabling them to cry Abba- Father, and of 
their after Experience, &c. that they even command oy, 
Charity : others leave me more in Sufpenfe : and others for 
all the Account they gave of their Experiences give awful 
Grounds to conclude that they had but a common Work, &c, 
But God is the Searcher and Judge of Hearts: Yet there is, 
‘fudgment of Charity we may and upon fome Occafions ought 
to form concerning the States of others.---And when I find 
a Perfon either grofly heterodox in his Principles, or hajj- 
tually and vifibly finful in his Life and Converfation, or igno- 
rant of the internal Operations of the Holy Spirit on his 
Heart ; 1 do not look upon it tobe a Breach of Charity to 
fear or conclude that he is unconverted, and in a proper 
Manner to tell him fo. By their Fruits you fhall know then, 
fays Chrift.---And I believe much of the rafh Judging where 
with the Subjeéts of this Work have been accufed and braad- 
ed about the Country, has been only fuch a judging as this- 
Not but that there has been too much rafh and unfeafonable 
judging of Perfons interior State, arifing among other Things 
from that curfed Principle of Pride, we weuld be as Gods ; 
which Practice | would by no Means juftify ; nevertheless | 
think thofe who condemn fuch as gracelefs who may have erred 
herein, 0 too farand are inexcufable ; for wherein they judze 
others they condemn themfelves ; as is too evidently the 
Cafe of fome who pretend fuch a confcientious Regard to that 
Command of net judzing another Man’s Servant. ‘Thole 
whoin | charitably hope have experienced a faving Change a- 
mong ths People having been generally very ignorant evenof 
the Doétrines of the Gofpel, and being but Babes in Chriil, 
having but little Experience in the fpiritual and divine Life, 
in the Warfare between Flefh and Spirit, having their Af 
fections much raifed and inflamed with a new glorious and ra- 
vifhing View of fpiritual and divine Things ;---No wonder 
that at firlt they fecretly tho’t they fhould always live fo (tho' 

they were told to expect the contrary) and might, fome of 
them at Jealt, be carried out too rafhly and unfeafonably to 
judge the interior Scate of others who were not in their 
Frames, or efpecially if they appear’d luke-warm and indif- 
ferent in the prefent Day or to {peak againft thefe Things.--- 
But further Experieace teaches them their abfolyte Inequa 
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lity for fuch an important Work as infallibly to judge the in- 
terior State of others, and may & does do fo more and more. 

But indeed I think it a fad Sign of an unconverted State in 
thofe who have been converfant with the Subjeéts of this 
Work, and yet judge them deluded, &c. who reproach it’s 
Subjects and continually dwell upon their Blemifhes and Ir- 
regularities as delightful Themes. 

But fome of their judging was only a judging thofe who 
were vifibly irreligious,or unacquainted with the internal Ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit---arifing from a Love to their Souls, 
tho’ they may not always have aéted with that Wifdom 
herein as might be defired.---But do you expect Children to 
act like Aden ? 

Mott or all of the adult in this Town have been under th 
divine Influence in this Day, I believe, in a greater or leis 
Degree.--- But thofe whom we hope have been theSubjects of 
the /pecial Influences of the HolySpirit are chiefly between ten 
and forty. 

As for the Charaéter of thofe who have been favingly wro’t 
upon in this Day ;---fome were openly vile and profligate ;--- 
others Moralifts ; and others Formalifts. . 

If you now inquire into theRea/ons & Grounds of theTerrors 
and Diftreffes of thofe amongft us ;---thofe I have converfed 
with fay, they had their Eyes opened to fee their Sin and 
Mifery, their ff and undone Eflate by Nature, &c.  agre- 
able to the Scriptures, as far as lam capable of judging.-- 

If you enquire into the Grounds and Rea/ons of the “foys of 
many among us ; they fay, they were from Difcoveties of 
the All-Sufficiency, Suitablene/s and Readine/s of Chrilt, to 
fave even the chief of Sinners : They beheld the tranfeendent 
Glory and Excellency of Chrift, and were conftr#ned to 
joy and rejoice in him: the dying Love of Chrift, the Glory, 
Excellency and Safety of the Vay of Salvation by Chrift : 
a Gofpel-Hope and Perfwafion of their Deliverance from 
Heil, from the Guilt and fpiritual Defilement of Sin thro’ 
JesusCurisT,of their living aLife of Communion& Fellow- 
fhip here by Iaith with theFather and hisSon JefusChrift,and 
of the everlatting Vifien and Fruition of God in the com. 
ing World, &c. Thefe are fome of thofe Grounds which 
they give me oftheir ‘Joys, &c. Oh how feelingly and ex- 
perimentally do they fometimes fpeak of precious Chrilt ! 
How do they exalt, admire and adore him ! How do they 
pommend him toothers, &&e. As 
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As to Out-cries, &c. 1 would obferve that they might be 
occafioned by one of thefe Things ; either by the Suddenne/; 
of the Difcovery of divine Things ; or the Clearne/s and 
Greatne/s of the Difcovery ; or their particular Con/titutions ; 
or by thefe feveral Things co-operating.---And I verily be- 
lieve from particular Converfation with many of them, that 
the Diftrefles and Joys of moftif not all thofe who cried 
out, &%c. as well as the Diftreffes and Joys of others, arofe 
from a feriptural Reprefentation of Truth to theirUnder/tanding 
and the Application thereof to their own Con/ciences.-- 

Many or moft whom I hope were converted, &c. did not 
manifeft either their Diftrefs or Confolation by Out-cries, 

But what Fruit of all thefe Things ? 

Why a choofing and efteeming God’s Laws as holy, jut 
and good, and delighting in them according to the inward 
Man : accounting Chrift’s Yoke eafy and his Burden light: 
accounting Wifdom’s Ways, Ways of Pleafantnefs, and all 
her Paths peaceful : As new born Babes defiring the fincere 
Milk of the Word, that they may grow thereby : fearching 
and delighting in the Scriptures, and in fuch Books as are the 
moft fearching and experimental and awakning ; as Mr. 
Allein’s Alarm, Mr. Mede’s Almoft Chriftian, &c. Long- 
ing for and attending upon Ordinances, and hungering and 
thirfting afterCommunion withGod in them, delighting in Sab- 
baths, & endeavouring to fantify the LordGod in theirHearts: 
examining & trying themfelves by theScriptures,and by what 
the moft fearching & experimentalAuthors have written upon 
that Subject :---Re/fitution made to any they have wronged : 
Prayerlefs Perfons turned prayerful : the Swearer fearing and 
reverencing that great and dreadful Name the Lord ourGod : 
the Thief honeft: the Merry and Jolly turned grave and 


fober : the dull Formalifts made fpiritual ; and breathing 


after Communion with God in Ordinances. 

As far as I can learn, they are feeking after Knowledge in 
the Ufe of all appointed Means: they are thirfting after a 
fpeculative and experimental Knowledge of fuch Doétrines as 
caft Contempt upon the natural Pride and Haughtinefs of 
Man and exalt Free-Grace ; fetting the Crown on theHead 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, where God has placed it: Dec- 
trines dear to our Fore- Fathers ; who loved the Lord Jefus 
Chrift in Sincerity and Truth. 

Befides the bricf mention which I have feveralTimes made 


in 
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in my Narrative, of fome of thofe Doétrines which have been 
preached, and have been inftrumental in God’s Hand of the 
jate Revival andProgrefs of vital Godlinefs among us ; I fhall 
endeavour to give you a further and more particular Account 
of the Doé?rines which have been chiefly infifted on here, and 
bleffed by God to the awakening convincing & converting of 
Sinners, or theSanétification, Quickning,Confolation & Efta- 
blifhment of Saints : feeing the Knowledge of them may juftly 
have a great Influence upon the Minds of Perfons of orthodox 
Principles,either in removing thePrejudices which any of them 
may have conceived againft, or in confirming and eftablifhing 
others of them in theTruth, Reality andGenuinenefs of thefe 
Things that they are of God. 

The Doérines are thefe following, viz. Original Sin, that 
all Men by Nature are dead in Trefpafles and Sins, legally 
and fpiritually dead: the matural Impotence and Enmity of 
Men : their natural Blindne/s in {piritual Things : the Cove- 
nant of Works and Grace, their Nature, &'’c. the Neceffity of 
dying tothe Law thro’ the Law, that we may live unto 
God : God’s abfolute Sovereignty in difpenfing Grace to 
whomfoever he will : God’s abfolute eternal and uncondi- 
tional Eleétion of a Remnant of Apoftate Man to eternal Life 
by Jefus Chrift : particular Redemption : the Neceflity of an 
imputed and inherent Righteou/ne/s : ‘fuftification by the impu- 
tedRightcoufne/s of Chrift received by Fusth alone without the 
Deeds of the Law: the Neceffity of fpiritual Receneration, 
without which no Man can fee the Kingdom of God: The 
Neceffity of the fpecial and fupernatural Influences of the 
Holy Ghoft in the Application of the purchafed Redemption 
to the Souls of the Elect : The Neceflity of a hely Life flow- 
ing from Chrift the Fountain of Grace, by Virtue of Union 
with him by a Faith of God’s Operation ;_ the Per/on is ac- 
cepted before his Works : that there is neither total nor final 
Apoftacy from Grace: the Scriptures the only Rule of Faith 
and Praétice ; tothe Law and to the Teflimony, &c. real 
Gofpel-Sanétification is an Evidence of ‘fuftification : that tho’ 
Aljurance is not fo of the Effence of Gofpel-Faith as that a 
Believer can’t be in the dark or walk in the dark as to his 
fpiritual State, or that all who have Gofpel-Faith muft know 
that they have it; yet thePerfon in Gofpel-Faith makes par- 
ticular Application of Chrift and bisBenefits to himfelf, &c. 
and he muft be confcious to the Atings of his ewn Soul 


therein : 
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therein ; neverthelefs he may not know the Quality or SIpeci« 
fical Nature of thofe Aéts, &c. That it is the Duty of the 
Unregenerate to read, hear, pray, meditate, &¢. to wait upon 
God according to his Appointment for his /pecial Grace ; 
tho’ thereby they Jay God under no Obligation to give ’em 
his {pecial Grace, but it may be he will, &c. tho’ not for 
their Sakes, or for the fake of their Prayer, yet for his holy 
Name’s fake: In a Word I believe and endeavour to preach 
agreable to the /arger and /horter Catechi/ms, &c. 

Thus I have particularly mention’d fome of thofe Doétrine 
which have been chiefly infifted on, and been made inftru- 
mental of the late happy Revival of Religion among us, 
And as far as I am acquainted with the Principles of thofe 


among us whom I hope have been favingly wro’t on, or who - 


vifibly appear Friends to the late Revival, they are agreeable 
unto them. It is mot thefe, but fome of the others, who are 
not well affected to the late Revival, who find fault with 
thofe Doétrines. One indeed I have converfed with who 
fomewbat flumbled at the Do&trine of Eleéion, or at leaft did 
not know how to explain herfelf, who has been wro’t on 
in this Day ; tho’ whether favingly or not the Lord alone 
knows. I know of none but foe who has been a Subject, and 
continues friendly, but what adhere to thofe Do€trines above- 
mentioned, &c. 

The after Complaints of thofe whom I hope have expe- 
rienced a faving Work of Grace are many. --- As Dead- 
nefs, remaining Diftance from God, Blindnefs, Self-Righte- 
oufnefs, Unbelief ; Lofs of their former lively Frames, of 
their Love to and Delight inGod, hisChildren,hisOrdinances, 
Chriftian Converfation, &¢. inordinate Love to the World : 
they complain: that they are unconcerned becaufe they fear 
they are not concerned : they appear to exercife a holy Jea- 
Joufy over themfelves leaft they fhould be deceived: they are 
filled with Fears, efpecially at fome Times, leaft for all the 
Changes they have experienced theynever experienced a faving 
and thoro’Change, Jeaft what they have experienced isonlya 
commonlVork ; \eft their Converfation or the Temper of theit 
Minds is inconfiftent with a predominant & prevailing Love 
to God, &c. they complain and mourn that there is fo much 
Difference between their prefent Frames andTemper,€¢. and 
their former ; longing that it might be with them as in Times 
paft : they mourn under the apparent withdraw of the divine 
Influence from themfelves and others ; and long and pray fat 
a Revival of God’s Work among his People, &e. 

(To be concluded. in our mxt.) 
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